
SVP's Town Hall Meeting on Ethics – Feb 26th, 2026

Welcome to …



SVP's evolving ethics policies

Bylaws Code of Ethics

- mostly specimen-related (collection, preparation, 
deposition, publication, trade)
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https://vertpaleo.org/governance-documents/
https://vertpaleo.org/governance-documents/


SVP's evolving ethics policies

Since 2015: Code of Conduct added to the SVP Handbook

- includes interpersonal conduct

Improvements are constantly made based on feedback

Reports are analyzed by the Ethics Committee

Most recent version of the Code of Conduct is available on the 
website

An updated text with the detailed procedures will soon be 
submitted for Ex Comm to be included in the SVP's Handbook
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Recent modifications to SVP's Ethics Committee

The Ethics Committee was composed of members who were 
also part of the Executive Committee

By the 2026 Annual Meeting, the Ethics Committee will be 
completely independent  from the Ex Comm
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Recent modifications to SVP's Ethics Committee

The Ethics Committee is composed of only 3 members

The committee will be expanded and composed of 2 
subcommittees:

 

a reactive subcommittee to investigate reports

a proactive subcommittee to 

1. discuss and propose policies
2. engage in outreach and education around ethics
3. provide resources to members
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Recent modifications to SVP's ethics procedures

Since 2024, we are not longer receiving reports sent to 
SafeSVP@vertpaleo.org, in favor of a better system

The NAVEX platform allows the committee to 

1. ensure that reports, communications, and documents are 
archived for future committee members

2. provide transparency to reporters
3. make it easier to communicate directly with reporters
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Recent modifications to SVP's ethics procedures

We do not accept anonymous reports. Why? 

1. the system was abused quite rapidly (weaponized as a 
mechanism for harassment - we notify all individuals that 
a report was filed)

2. the NAVEX platform requires reporters to save a password 
and a report key. If a reporter forgot one or both, they 
were unable to access the case and the committee was 
unable to contact them
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Overview of ethics procedures
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Overview of ethics procedures

Any person can file reports of violations to SVP's Code of Ethics and to the 
Annual Meeting Code of Conduct. Reporters should state the specific 
language in the code of conduct that corresponds to the alleged violation.

The chair of the committee will do an initial review and then assign the case 
to a member to lead

If any Ethics Committee member has a conflict of interest, they must recuse 
themselves from the investigation.

The committee will gather evidence and interview witnesses
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Overview of ethics procedures

Reports, investigations and outcomes are confidential. No 
public announcements are made.

The committee has been advised that anonymity should be 
limited, as due process requires that the individual accused of 
an ethics violation has the right to face their accuser

If there is harm or risk of retaliation to the reporter, the 
committee will withhold their name. But case details may also 
reveal the identity of a reporter. 
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Overview of ethics procedures

When the investigation is done, the committee will meet to 
discuss the conclusions. A report will be sent to the Executive 
Committee, withholding names of those involved

If claims are found to be substantiated, the Ethics Committee 
will propose sanctions, which are forwarded with the report 
to the Executive Committee

If any member of the Executive Committee has a conflict of 
interest, they must recuse themselves from deliberation and 
decision-making.

ExComm makes the final decisions on sanctions
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Overview of ethics sanctions

Possible sanctions:

Written reprimand or warning;

Removal from Society positions;

Suspension from presenting at and/or attending the meetings;

Suspension from submission of manuscripts to JVP;

Suspension of membership;

Permanent expulsion from the SVP;

Denial and/or revocation of grants and awards;

Denial of future privileges related to any of the above
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Overview of ethics sanctions

The Ethics Committee has been advised to not make public 
disclosures using parties’ names

We will work with the legal team to understand how to 
address circumstances where members may fear for their 
safety

However, the committee is no substitute for law enforcement. 
If you witness a crime or behavior that is an immediate threat 
to public safety, call emergency services
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How to report an Ethics Violation
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How to report an Ethics Violation
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How to report an Ethics Violation
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How to report an Ethics Violation
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How to report an Ethics Violation
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Please check no and 
identify yourself



How to report an Ethics Violation
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This subtitle shows the 
type of report chosen



How to report an Ethics Violation
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How to report an Ethics Violation
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How to report an Ethics Violation
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Please save this key!!!



If you have doubts, concerns or suggestions, or just would 
like to talk to me:

taissa.rodrigues at gmail.com

taissa.rodrigues at ufes.br

This presentation was last updated March 16th, 2026
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Questions and Discussion?

Thank You!
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