
SVP CONGRATULATES THE 2020 AWARD WINNERS 

 

Senior Awards 

Romer Simpson Lifetime Achievement Award 

Jenny Clack 
 
Jenny Clack (1947-2020) grew up in Manchester. She completed 
her undergraduate training at University of Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, her M. A. at Cambridge, and her Ph. D. at Newcastle-
upon-Tyne under the supervision of Alec Panchen in 1984. She 
was appointed as the Assistant Curator at the University 
Museum of Zoology at Cambridge in 1981, a fellow of Darwin 
College in 1997 and in 2006 she was awarded a chair, becoming 
Professor of Vertebrate Paleontology. Jenny's research focused 
on the evolution of early tetrapods, particularly field 
expeditions to East Greenland that led to critical revisions to 
our knowledge of Ichthyostega and Acanthostega, and leading 
research into a significant hiatus in the fossil record known as 
Romer's Gap. In 2008 she was the first woman to receive the 
Daniel Giraud Elliot Medal from the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences, and the following year she became the first woman 
paleontologist to become a Fellow of the Royal Society. In 2018 
she was awarded the Lapworth Medal by the Palaeontological 
Association. 
 
In addition to the impact of her research, she trained several 
graduate students, including Per Ahlberg, Paul Upchurch, 
Michael Lee, Matthew Friedman, and numerous 
undergraduates. 

 

 

  



Professional Awards 

Hix Preparators' Grant 

Alejandro Lopez-Jimenez 

I was born in Puebla city; I moved to Mexico City to study 
archaeology at the Escuela Nacional de Antropología e Historia 
(National School of Anthropology and History). From the 
beginning, I had an interest in the study the first settlers of 
America, with it came a feeling and passion for the knowledge of 
the large mammals of the late Pleistocene. 

For more than a decade I have worked in several projects done by 
INAH's Archaeozoology Lab, making research in late pleistocene 
faunal contexts around all the country (Mexico). 

I am currently responsible of the preparation of the 
paleontological remains from the Santa Lucía Airport project, in 
the State of Mexico. 

 

 

  



Lanzendorf-National Geographic PaleoArt Prize - 2-D Art 

Beth Zaiken 
 
Beth Zaiken is a Minnesota-based professional artist and 
illustrator specializing in natural science communication. 
She has over a decade of experience creating large-scale 
murals, dioramas, and reconstructions of modern and 
prehistoric animals in both traditional and digital media.  
 
Creating art has always been Beth’s way of expressing her 
love for the natural world. Beth’s lifelong passion for 
nature, history and biology drove her to draw animals, 
landscapes, and fantasy creatures from an early age. Her 
interest in art led her to graduate from the prestigious 
Rhode Island School of Design in 2008, where she found 
another passion in reconstructing extinct animals and 
landscapes from the fossil record, and visualizing 
civilizations long lost to antiquity. Today, her work aims to 
communicate the complex nuances of science, nature, 
paleontology, and other subjects to the public through art.   
 
As a principal artist and lead muralist for Blue Rhino Studio 
(a prominent museum fabrication company that specializes 
in education based interpretive design and artistic 
fabrication), Beth helps to create a broad range of custom 
art for museums, zoos, and cultural centers around the 
world. Her mural painting and sculptural work can be seen 
in such institutions as the Panama Biomuseo, Sheikh 
Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Centre in Kuwait, the Royal 
Alberta Museum, Royal Saskatchewan Museum, The 
Chicago Field Museum, National Park Service Publications, 
San Diego Zoo, San Diego Natural History Museum, the 
New York State Museum, and the Minnesota Zoo.       
 
Beth also creates custom illustration work for publication 
both academic and commercial, including illustrating the 
upcoming book "Mega Rex" about the life and times of 
Scotty the T.rex, written by Dr. W. Scott Persons IV. A 
sample of Beth's portfolio can be found at her website 
(www.bethzaiken.com), and the impressive work of the 
team at Blue Rhino Studio at (www.rhinocentral.com). 
 

 

 



Lanzendorf-National Geographic PaleoArt Prize - Scientific Illustration 

Andrey Atuchin 
 
Andrey Atuchin is a native of Russia freelance natural history 
illustrator whose main passion are dinosaurs and other prehistoric 
creatures. He was born in 1980. Andrey is graduated from 
Kemerovo State University (Kemerovo, Russia), as a biologist in 
2006. After 2006 he did postgraduate science work at the 
department of zoology and ecology as entomologist until 2010. 
Since 2004 (to the present) he has been working as a science 
illustrator in natural history and paleontology. Since 2008 Andrey 
has participated in paleontological excavations every year as a 
volunteer and research assistant with the Amur Earth History 
Museum, Kemerovo Regional Local History Museum, Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science. Andrey has collaborated with 
leading paleontologists in both Russia and throughout the world. 
He has produced work for many publishers, museum exhibits, 
paleontological press releases with clients that includes National 
Geographic Russia, Denver Museum of Nature and Science, 
Queensland Museum, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 
Natural History Museum of Utah and others. The most valuable 
and inspiring experience for Andrey is to collaborate with 
scientists on some new species reconstruction projects because 
the scientist in him takes at least a half of his nature. 

 

 

Lanzendorf-National Geographic PaleoArt Prize - Sculpture 

James Hermann 
 
James Herrmann grew up on a small farm located in 
southwest Ohio which contained abundant exposures of 
Ordovician limestone and shale rich in invertebrate fossils.  It 
was during the observation and collecting of these fossils that 
James developed a lifelong love of paleontology.  James went 
on to get his BA in geology in 1983 and his MAT in 1987 after 
which he taught earth, biological and physical science until 
retiring from teaching in 2015.   
 
Along with his love of science, James also nurtures a parallel 
love of the visual arts.  His earliest memory of the 
intersection of these two passions was at age five, sculpting 
Play-Doh dinosaurs for his fellow classmates.  As a science 
educator, James used the visual arts on a daily basis to help 

 



illustrate and explain key scientific concepts to his students.  
In 1998, James was first introduced to the media of cast 
bronze.   
 
James favors bronze as a sculptural media. He utilizes the 
inherent strength of bronze to create dynamic postures. 
James avails himself of the environmental stability of bronze 
to sculpt works of art suitable for indoor or outdoor display.  
James employs the wide palette of patina color choices 
available in bronze to add visual nuance to his sculptures  
 
James describes his work as imaginatively realistic 
contemporary fine art. His knowledge of anatomy guides his 
artistic choices in sculptural creations of animals long extinct 
and imbues them with a lifelike believability.  He continues 
today to find the common ground between science and art.  
James finds that science inspires his art and his art helps to 
bring science to life. 
  
James continues to live and work as a full-time artist in 
southwest Ohio.  His work is found in private collections as 
far away as Brisbane, Australia, Tokyo, Japan and throughout 
the United States. Locally, his work is on display in the 
dinosaur, cave and ice age exhibits at Cincinnati’s Museum of 
Natural History and Science. 

 

Lanzendorf-National Geographic PaleoArt Prize - Geographic Digital Modeling and Animation 

Joanna Kobierska 
 
Extinct animals were always my passion. We can only imagine 
their live appearance and that mystery is their greatest allure. 
I try to reconstruct believable and lifelike image of extinct 
fauna using CG art techniques I learnt attending the course of 
Game and Virtual Space Design at University of Silesia, where 
I'm studying since 2018  
Besides art, I have undergraduate degree from 
Biotechnology. Science training I received there helped me 
navigate more academic side of paleoart. 
As hobby I breed ornamental chickens. Observing their 
behaviour inspired my art numerous times. 

 

 

 



Membership Awards 

Jon C. Graff International Paleontology Award (formerly the SEDN Award) 

Michel Zondo 
 
I have worked in Palaeontology department of the Natural History 
Museum of Zimbabwe for over 20 years now. During this period, I 
have been involved in collecting, preparing, and curating of fossils. I 
recently acquired BSc Honours in Palaeontology; I enjoy being out 
in the field collecting fossils. 
 
 
 
  

 
Student Awards 

Alfred S. Romer Prize 

Alfio Alessandro Chiarenza 
 
I grew up in Catania, Southern Italy, where my fascination 
for paleontology started early on, watching dinosaur 
documentaries on TV that triggered my imagination on a 
prehistoric past. While the predominantly volcanic 
bedrock of my native area obliterated many evidence of 
a deep-time past, my parents still remember that I 
enjoyed my time out as a kid shovelling down mounds of 
volcanic dust on a hopeless hunt for dinosaur remains. 
Reports from my kindergarten teachers prove that I 
already energetically debated on the causes of dinosaur 
extinction since I was 4 or 5. My interest in paleontology 
never ceased through my high-school years and fuelled 
my choices for a University education. 
 
I enrolled for a bachelor degree in Natural Science at the 
University of Catania, Italy. During this period, I spent one 
summer as a volunteer with the Institut Català de 
Paleontologia in Barcelona, digging up latest Cretaceous 
dinosaurs of the Tremp Basin in Northern Spain. In the 
summer of 2011, I joined the Museum of the Rockies 
field crew to work on what would be the last year of the 
Hell Creek project, taking part to the excavations of 

 



Yoshi’s Trike, a large and fairly complete skeleton of 
Triceratops. 
 
From 2012–2014, I moved to Northern Italy to continue 
my education at the University of Bologna in Evolutionary 
Biology. Here, I was supervised by Dr Federico Fanti to 
work on applications of multivariate methods to dinosaur 
paleontology, taking part to his work on Mesozoic fossils 
from Italy and Tunisia. It was in this final year of my 
Master degree that I was able to attend my first ever SVP 
in Berlin (2014). 
 
The following year, I started my PhD at the Imperial 
College London, United Kingdom, under the supervision 
of Prof Peter Allison and Dr Philip Mannion. My degree 
was financed by a Janet Watson scholarship to the 
Department of Earth Science and Engineering. I finished 
my doctoral degree in the summer of 2019 and was 
Awarded the PhD in October of that year, waiting for a 
formal (and virtual) Ceremony in December 2020.  
My PhD research was on analytical paleobiology applied 
to dinosaur macroecology. For my thesis I focused on 
Late Cretaceous dinosaur paleodiversity and the end-
Cretaceous mass extinction. In particular, I investigated 
the way changes in climate and paleogeography affected 
latest Cretaceous dinosaur diversity and how sampling 
bias in their North American record might affect our 
biodiversity estimates. In addition, I investigated the 
climatic drivers of non-avian dinosaur extinction at the 
Cretaceous–Paleogene boundary. For these research 
topics, I have used a combination of ecological modelling 
tools like habitat suitability modelling, integrating these 
techniques with Big Data compilation from the 
Paleobiology Database and paleoclimatic simulations 
from General Circulation Models.  
 
After my PhD, I covered two brief postdoctoral research 
projects at University College London, under the 
supervision of Dr Philip Mannion and at the Perot 
Museum of Nature and Science under the mentorship of 
Dr Tony Fiorillo.  
 
I am deeply honoured to have been awarded the Alfred 
Sherwood Romer Prize of SVP in 2020. While I was 



already delighted to be listed among such a high-level 
cohort of paleontologists, I am amazed that the 
community selected me for this award. I am hence proud 
of being part of such a vibrant, brilliant community like 
the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology.  
 
I would like to thank my parents and family for 
supporting my career, together with my former and 
present colleagues. My past supervisors deserve a 
particular mention: starting from Prof Antonietta Rosso 
and Prof Rossana Sanfilippo (University of Catania), who 
encouraged my interests in vertebrate paleontology even 
if their research interests lean towards fossil 
invertebrates, continuing with Federico Fanti (University 
of Bologna), who supported my dinosaur paleontological 
ambitions during my master’s years. Finally, Prof Peter 
Allison and Dr Philip Mannion deserve my special thanks, 
not only for getting me hooked on deep-time 
macroecology and analytical paleobiology, but also for 
having a tremendous positive influence on my academic, 
personal and ethical development during my PhD years in 
London and further. 

 

Cohen Award for Student Research 

Emily Lessner 
 
Emily Lessner is a PhD candidate at the University of Missouri 
working with Dr. Casey Holliday on the evolution of the 
trigeminal sensory system in reptiles. Her other interests, 
fostered by her undergraduate experiences at Virginia Tech 
with Dr. Michelle Stocker and Dr. Sterling Nesbitt and her time 
at Petrified Forest National Park include paleobiogeographic 
distribution of Late Triassic vertebrates. 

 
 

  



Colbert Student Poster Prize 

Daichi Nakai 
 
I was born in Mie prefecture, Japan, and became interested in 
the behaviors of extinct animals, such as prehistoric mammals 
and dinosaurs. As well, I was a child who imagines the behaviors 
of fictional creatures from their shapes. 

 
In 2014, when I was 18 years old, I saw a specimen, Mononykus 
olecranus (Alvarezsauridae, Theropoda) at a special exhibition 
of the National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo. I was 
fascinated by the forelimb that is said to adapt to digging 
anthills, although it looks useless. I wondered how the forelimb 
function has been clarified. This question led me to the world of 
functional morphology. 

 
After receiving a bachelor`s degree in conodont biostratigraphy 
at Tohoku University, Sendai, I entered Nagoya University as a 
master`s student under the supervision of Dr. Shin-ichi 
Fujiwara. During the master`s program, I learned many 
approaches in functional morphology and what subjects remain 
in biomechanical points of view. My interest is now expanded 
from Mononykus to all of the terrestrial vertebrates, from the 
digging adaptation to the other adaptation. Reconstruction of 
the behaviors in extinct taxa contributes to our understanding 
of evolution and diversity. 

 
I am currently going on Ph.D. research to discriminate the 
difference of locomotion in extinct taxa by using new 
methodology. I want to contribute to paleontology by 
functional morphological approaches from now on. 

 
I am very honored to have received the Colbert Prize for this 
study. This prize gives me much confidence in continuing as a 
scientist. I would like to thank many people who support my 
research but in particular Dr. Shin-ichi Fujiwara for his 
supervision. Without their kind supports, I could not have 
accomplished the work. 

 

 

  



Dawson Pre-doctoral Fellowship Grant 

Logan King 
 
My interest in palaeontology originated as a child growing 
up on miles of gravel roads in rural western Alabama. The 
fossils that I could find – though far from being dinosaurs – 
were enough to make me decide that I wanted to pursue 
palaeontology as a career. After a less than graceful 
undergraduate career, I graduated in 2013 from the 
University of Alabama with my bachelor’s degree and my 
first real research experience with dinosaurs. I enrolled for a 
master’s degree at Fort Hays State University under the 
guidance of Dr. Reese Barrick and Dr. Laura Wilson, where I 
completed research on the endosseous labyrinth 
morphology of theropod dinosaurs. After earning my degree 
in 2017, I moved to the United Kingdom to start my Ph.D. at 
the University of Bristol under the supervision of Professor 
Michael Benton and Professor Emily Rayfield. Since starting 
my Ph.D., I have had the good fortune to lead or collaborate 
on endocranial or ecomorphological dinosaur projects from 
the United Kingdom, Morocco, South Africa, China, and the 
United States. 
 
My current research focuses on the interplay between 
ontogenetic, ecomorphological, phylogenetic, and 
palaeoneurological signals. Much of this research focuses on 
using CT scans and digital reconstructions of the non-avian 
dinosaur endocranium to help separate the previously 
mentioned signals from each other to better understand 
how the endocasts of dinosaurs changed through time and 
ontogenetic development. My thesis uses ontogenetic series 
of understudied non-avian, non-theropod dinosaur 
endocasts to relate back to endocranial morphology of 
better understood theropods and their modern 
descendants. The primary goal of my Ph.D. is to better 
understand what changes in a non-avian dinosaur’s 
endocast can be attributed to its neurosensory ability, 
ontogenetic stage, and/or phylogeny.  
 
It is an honour to be awarded the 2020 Mary R. Dawson 
Predoctoral Fellowship Grant. I would like to thank SVP’s 
award selection committee and the writers of my letters of 
recommendation, Michael Benton (University of Bristol) and 

 



Zhao Qi (Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and 
Paleoanthropology), for their consideration and support. 
Moving forward, I will use the grant to help fill the 
palaeoneurological gaps in the dromaeosaur record and 
plan fieldwork in China for post-pandemic collaborations. 

 

Education and Outreach Grant 

Taormina Lepore 
 
Taormina (Tara) Lepore earned her Bachelor of Science in 
Biology from the University of Massachusetts Amherst in 
2006, where she focused her work on the trace fossils of 
western Massachusetts. She holds a Master of Science in 
Museum and Field Studies from the University of Colorado 
Boulder and an MS in Science Education from Montana 
State University. After leading paleontology field trips and 
teaching science at public and private high schools for the 
better part of the last decade, Tara joined the Department 
of Integrative Biology at UC Berkeley August 2019 to pursue 
her PhD. Her developing research seeks to explore the 
evolution and development of teeth, parental metabolic 
investment in offspring nutrition, and modularity in the 
vertebrate skull. She also researches how paleontological 
education can be employed to increase awareness of the 
impact of public lands; the benefits of broad accessibility 
and inclusive design in field and classroom science; and the 
impact of fostering a more inclusive scientific community. 
She is the current Communications Officer for the 
Paleontological Society and has been involved in educational 
efforts for SVP, recently as lead organizer of a paleontology 
education workshop in 2017. She is excited to see where the 
future of Education & Outreach at SVP can take our 
community, and is grateful to see investment in the 
inclusion and self-advocacy of neurodiverse and special 
needs audiences championed in this inaugural award. 

 

 

  



Estes Graduate Research Grant 

Hank Woolley 
 
Hank is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Earth 
Sciences at the University of Southern California, and a 
Graduate Student-in-Residence in the Dinosaur Institute 
at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. 
Hank’s research interests lie in developing new methods 
for characterizing the nature of the fossil record, 
deciphering biodiversity signals in the fossil record, and 
understanding macroevolutionary patterns in the skeletal 
remains of fossil lizards and snakes. Hank was born and 
raised in Denver, Colorado, and grew up fascinated with 
dinosaurs, languages, and ancient civilizations. Hank 
received a B.A. in Medieval European History and a B.A. 
in French & Francophone Studies from Bates College in 
Lewiston, Maine, and obtained a B.A. in Geology from 
the University of Colorado Boulder prior to pursuing a 
PhD in Vertebrate Paleontology and Geology at USC. 
Working as a volunteer, intern, and assistant in natural 
history collections has been integral to Hank’s 
professional development and growth as a scientist. 
Since 2012, Hank has held research and collections 
assistant positions in the Education Collections at the 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science (DMNS), the Earth 
Sciences Vertebrate Paleontology Collections at DMNS, 
and in the Vertebrate Paleontology Collections at the 
University of Colorado Museum of Natural History. Now, 
as a Graduate Student-in-Residence at the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County, Hank gets to 
integrate his dissertation research with collections work 
and a powerful public outreach program to hone his skills 
as a science communicator. Paleontological fieldwork has 
taken Hank to Antarctica, Madagascar, and all over the 
American West, including Colorado, New Mexico, 
Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming. Hank wants his research in 
understanding biodiversity patterns during Earth’s 
warmer past to provide critical contextual data for 
predicting and managing changes in reptile ecosystems in 
response to global warming.  
 
Hank is honored to be recognized by the Society of 
Vertebrate Paleontology, and is thankful for the society’s 

 



support via the Estes Memorial Grant. This grant will help 
fund ongoing collaborative fieldwork in the Williams Fork 
Formation of Northwest Colorado, USA, filling in critical 
latitudinal gaps in our understanding of terrestrial 
ecosystems in the Late Cretaceous of North America. 
Hank is also extremely grateful to his advisors, mentors, 
colleagues, friends, and family for their steady 
encouragement along his scientific journey.   

 

Patterson Student Fieldwork Grant 

Samantha Khatri 
 
My interest in geology began when I was in second grade, when 
my schoolteacher would hand out rocks, minerals, and fossils for 
the class to examine. This is when I first started to collect all kinds 
of rocks from the playground, my backyard, and around my 
neighborhood. As I got older and my interest in rock collecting 
strengthened, I spent many hours with a guidebook to learn 
about the rocks, minerals, and fossils that were local to my 
hometown in Minnesota. I learned that many snails and clams 
could be found in the Ordovician rocks nearby, and that 
Minnesota has some of the most sought-after agates from Lake 
Superior. 
 
When I went to Winona State University and began exploring 
different areas of studies, I discovered how much there is to 
geology, and its applications in different industries. Throughout 
my time there I participated in classes and activities that 
strengthened my interest in paleontology. For my paleontology 
course, we travelled to the Burpee Museum of Natural History 
and the Field Museum of Natural History, where I was able to see 
many kinds of fossils for the first time, as well as learn about 
curating and fossil preparation. I volunteered for Winona State 
University’s annual National Fossil Day celebration, where I 
interacted with students and community members and discussed 
fossil specimens on display. I also took part in undergraduate 
research that documented the presence and abundance of fossils 
at a microsite in the Hell Creek Formation near Marmarth, North 
Dakota. It was ultimately this research experience that cemented 
my love for paleontology, as well as stratigraphy, and helped me 
to understand my academic and professional goals. 

 



My academic and professional goal is to conduct research that 
will contribute to the larger scientific community. To do this, I 
plan to earn a Ph.D. and become a paleontologist or sequence-
stratigrapher in academia or industry. Currently, I am a master’s 
student at the 
 
University of Georgia where I am pursuing research that applies 
sequence-stratigraphic architecture of the Hell Creek Formation 
to its fossil record, specifically the latest Maastrichtian dinosaur 
record. Knowing how vertebrate fossil occurrence and 
preservation is related to stratigraphic architecture may lead to a 
better understanding of the latest Maastrichtian dinosaur record 
leading up to and including the K–Pg boundary. My masters 
research will provide a solid foundation for continuing my 
academic and research goals to pursue a Ph.D. in paleontology 
and sequence-stratigraphy. 

 

Wood Student Research Award 

Yun-Hsin Wu 
 
Growing up in Taiwan, I have always aspired to become a 
paleontologist since I was a child but didn’t know where to start. 
Luckily, when I was studying at the National Taiwan University, I 
had the guidance of Dr. Kuo-Yen Wei, who encouraged me to 
pursue my research interest in vertebrate paleontology even 
though research opportunities were scarce at the time. I 
completed my master’s thesis on stegodonts and their 
biogeography in Taiwan and East Asia under his and Dr. Chun-
Hsiang Chang’s supervision. During this period, I acquired 
experience in paleontology field works and archaeological 
excavations.  
 
Studying Mesozoic birds has always been a dream of mine, and 
now I’m living my dream through the PhD program in the 
Department of Earth Sciences at the University of Southern 
California (USC) and the Dinosaur Institute at the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles County (NHMLA). I am working with Dr. 
Luis Chiappe and Dr. David Bottjer to use micro-CT data of bird 
jaws to study the tooth development and replacement across 
Enantiornithines and Ornithuromorpha. In addition to the fossil 
data, I also collaborate with the Lab of Tissue Development and 
Regeneration at USC to use modern American alligators as an 

 



animal model to understand the control mechanisms of tooth 
cycling in archosaurs, with interest in the control of the alternate 
dental replacement pattern. In addition to academic research, I 
also have frequent opportunities to contribute to public outreach 
initiatives through the NHMLA. I am passionate about sharing the 
science I love and hope my involvement would help the academic 
community reaching out to people from different cultures and 
backgrounds. 

 

Taylor & Francis Award for Best Student Article in JVP 

First Place  
Kai Jäger 
 
Ever since I can remember, I wanted to become a paleontologist 
when I grew up. At the age of four, in response to my 
enthusiasm for fossils, my father took me to a local bridge made 
out of Hunsrück Slate, where I found my first crinoids. Although 
my attempts to dismantle the bridge were prevented by my 
parents, they nevertheless supported my passion with dinosaur 
toys and books. I studied geology and paleontology in my home 
city of Bonn, Germany, where Professor Thomas Martin first 
introduced me to Mesozoic mammals. He further shaped my 
interest with opportunities for fieldwork in northern China and 
Siberia, screen washing for tiny teeth. My diploma thesis in his 
lab subsequently focused on the postcranial anatomy and 
locomotory adaptation of Henkelotherium, a Late Jurassic 
mammal from the famous Portuguese Guimarota locality. I 
continued in Bonn as a graduate student working with micro-CT 
data on the functional morphology of triconodont dentitions, 
and finished my thesis earlier this year.  
 
As I enjoy outreach and introducing our fascinating field to the 
general public, I have engaged in science slams (short talks that 
use entertainment to educate people on your research) and 
published a popular science book, in parallel with my thesis. For 
the future, my goal is to pursue postdoctoral research in the 
United States. 

I am honored to receive the Francis Award for Best Student 
Article in the Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology. There are 
many people and organizations that have helped me over the 
years, and I am deeply grateful. Four people stand out, who have 
greatly influenced my research with their support. First and 

 



foremost, my supervisor Thomas Martin, who had (tremendous) 
patience and has given me countless opportunities ever since I 
started as an undergraduate student. Zhe-Xi Luo who taught me 
so much during my diploma thesis. As well as Pam Gill and Rich 
Cifelli, who both supported me with material and expertise 
during my graduate time and became dear friends. 
 
Second Place  
Humberto Ferron 
 
Since childhood I have always showed a deep interest on the 
natural world and fossils in particular. In 2012 I graduated in 
Biology from the University of Valencia (Spain), and after my 
Master studies at the Autonomous University of Barcelona 
(Spain), I started my PhD at University of Valencia within the FPU 
research programme. The main objective of my PhD was to 
assess the palaeoecology of early vertebrates using an array of 
multidisciplinary methods, including traditional and geometric 
morphometrics approaches, palaeontological virtual techniques, 
macroevolutionary approaches, etc. In 2019, I was incorporated 
at the University of Bristol (United Kingdom) as a Marie Curie 
research fellow. 
 
The overall aim of my research programme is the joint 
application of an array of state-of-the-art techniques in 
palaeobiology, including Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD), 
laser scanning, non-destructive X-ray computed tomography, 
geometric morphometrics and several tests for 
macroevolutionary analysis, in order to address the 
morphological diversity and disparity of early vertebrates from a 
functional and ecological point of view within temporal and 
phylogenetic frameworks. The ultimate goal of this research is to 
elucidate the scenarios in which the major groups of vertebrates 
emerged and to shed light onto the underlying selective forces 
that drove the main evolutionary transitions of the group. 

 

 

  



JSG Student Travel Awards 

Peggy Brady 
Sanjukta Chakravorti 
Ellen Coombs 
Flores Deanna 
Aliénor Duhamel 
Carson Hedberg 
Brody Hovatter 
Manon Hullot 
Mihailo Jovanovic 
Ayako Kawatani 
Sam Kubica 
Fumihiro Mizuno 
Thaís Pansani 
Katlin Schroeder 
Oona Takano 
Yun-Hsin Wu 

 

Please note that the following awards were not given in 2020 due to the fact that no 
nominations were received: 

Gregory Service Award 
Morris Skinner Prize 
Honorary Member Award 
Institutional Membership 

 

 


