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There are two main areas that I would like to focus on as a member of the Executive
Committee. First, I would like to see the ExComm take on a more formal role with respect to
the Status of Women. There are very encouraging numbers of young women attending our
meetings and doing excellent work. SVP needs to do what it can to ensure that that these
young women have the same opportunities as the men of their generation to become
professionals in the field. In particular, I would like to see the Society facilitate a mentoring
program, to help young women interested in Vertebrate Paleontology have access to a pool of
successful female role models.
Second, I am interested in facilitating student access to the annual meetings. Although I
heartily support the idea of having more meetings at international venues, in practical terms
this involves a considerable cost for many of our students. I would like to see SVP fundraise
with the specific goal of ensuring that our attempts to broaden the international scope of the
society not undercut the aspirations of our student members.

