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in southern Utah protects one of the most remarkable records of 

the Mesozoic “Age of Dinosaurs” anywhere in the world. Established 

in 1996 to protect its spectacular fossil resources, the monument 

documents the ancient history of North America from 270 to 

72 million years ago. Field research by palaeontologists at the 

Monument has fi lled in missing chapters from the early history of mammals, 

revealed the links in Cretaceous ecosystems, and produced dozens of new 

dinosaur species, including the six featured here. 

Gryposaurus 
monumentensis
[GRIP-o-saur-us mon-u-ment-IN-sis]

Gryposaurus was a 30-foot-long 
plant eating dinosaur related to 
the duck-bills. It was found across 
North America in the Cretaceous 
Period about 80 million years ago, 
including at Grand Staircase.

Utahceratops 
gettyi

[U-taw-ser-uh-tops GET-i-eye]

A horned herbivore, this large 
animal was probably almost 7 
feet high and weighed 4 to 5 tons. 
Found on the Kaiparowits Plateau, 
it lived about 75 million years ago 
in the Cretaceous Period.

Teratophoneus 
curriei

[ter-AT-o-fon-i-us CUR-ee-eye]

Teratophoneus was a carnivorous 
dinosaur discovered in the Kaip-
arowits Plateau area of the mon-
ument. Related to Tyrannosaurus 
rex, it lived in the Cretaceous 
Period 78 million years ago.

Nasutoceratops 
titusi

[na-SOOT-o-ser-uh-tops TI-tus-eye]

The curved horns of this plant 
eating dinosaur resembled those 
of living cattle. Nasutoceratops 
lived in the Cretaceous Period 
about 75 million years ago. It was 
found on the Kaiparowits Plateau.

Lythronax 
argestes

[LITH-ro-nacs ar-GEST-ees]

This relative of Tyrannosaurus rex 
was larger than Teratophoneus, 
another carnivore found on the 
Kaiparowits Plateau. It lived about 
80 million years ago in the Creta-
ceous Period.

Diabloceratops 
eatoni

[di-ab-lo-SER-a-tops EAT-on-eye]

Diabloceratops, the “devil cera-
tops”, was a plant eater with a 
double horn at the top of its frill. 
Discovered on the Kaiparowits 
Plateau, it lived during the Creta-
ceous Period 80 million years ago.

The Society of Vertebrate Paleontology is a professional organization of 2,500 members—scientists, 

students, artists, preparators, advocates, writers and scholars—that advances the science of vertebrate 

paleontology throughout the world. The Society supports the discovery, conservation, and protection of 

vertebrate fossils and fossil sites. 
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